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M ount Mulligan Lodge
may be the ultimate in
all-inclusive luxury but
be prepared to get dirty.
When you hear “reef”
and “Queensland” in

the same sentence, you’d be forgiven 
for thinking of a glimmering blue 
ocean, vibrantly coloured fish and 
coral blossoming on the seabed. 
But there is another kind of reef in Far 
North Queensland – one that sparkles 
and glitters deep beneath the ground. 

I’m flying west from Cairns in 
Australia’s first Bell 505 Jet Ranger X 
(that’s a shiny red helicopter to most 
of us) over thickly thatched sugar 
cane, forested mountains and rivers 
frothing through gorges. Before long, 
the lush greenery of the rainforest is 
replaced by the swells and ripples of 
tree-studded hills and livestock 
tracks scratched into the brown, 
green and red patchwork of the land. 
In the late 1800s, explorers and 
prospectors were lured to this rugged 
landscape in the hope of discovering 
rich reefs of gold. 

But as the chopper lands at Mount
Mulligan Lodge, sending clouds of 

imposing wall of washed river stones 
partitions the spacious dining hall 
and a two-way fireplace provides 
warmth for when the mercury drops. 
Quilted camp-style chairs and 
blackened Queensland red gum 
cladding (charred using the ancient 
Japanese technique known as 
Yakisugi) round off the sense of 
luxurious pastoral living.

The lodge is all the more 
spectacular because of its location. 
It sits in the shadow of the majestic 
Mount Mulligan, an 18km-long 
conglomerate and sandstone 
escarpment with pockmarked cliffs 
among broad swathes of greenery. 

A short walk from the main lodge,
four pavilions (one that’s wheelchair 
accessible) accommodate a 
maximum of 16 guests. The high 
ceilings, cinnamon-hued timber 
and earthy tones in the bed linen, 
cushions and rugs reflect the outside 
landscape. The thing that makes me 
most excited, however, is the veranda 
with its chaise lounge and deep bath 
made from a rainwater tank.

But don’t think staying at 
Mount Mulligan is only about sipping 
sparkling wine by the pool or soaking 
in the rustic bathtub – the daily 
experiences are designed to immerse 
guests in the history of the gold and 
coal rushes, as well as pastoral stories 
of the Outback. 

German-born Tobias Nahrhaft is 
the guide at the lodge, deftly handling 
45 minutes of bumpy, dusty roads in 
an open-air Land Rover to deliver me 
to Tyrconnell Mine. Prospector and 
explorer James Venture Mulligan 
discovered gold in the Hodgkinson 
River area in the late 1800s.

“The hills throughout this area had
reefs of gold beneath them and 
Tyrconnell was one of the most 
profitable mines,” Tobias says. 

“It yielded 18,000 ounces of gold 
from 11,000 tonnes of stone.”

Tobias fires up the 19th-century, 
10-headed crusher used to extract the 
veins of gold that were encased in 
quartz. The stamping pistons send 

out plumes of dust, which swirl in the 
slivers of light streaming in through 
gaps in the tall timber and metal shed.

When the mine was fully 
operational, huge steam boilers 
powered the crusher 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week, the noise 
reverberating through the valley like 
a marching band.

After imagining the hot and dusty
efforts of miners more than a 
hundred years ago, I’ve worked up a 
thirst. Luckily, Mount Mulligan’s 
version of the Outback means 
refreshments are never far away. 
As the light turns golden and long 
shadows stretch across the dirt road, 
Tobias drops me off at the Sunset Bar, 
a few hundred metres from the lodge.

I sit on the broad veranda with tea
lights flickering around me. The sky is 
now colourless except for a thin streak 
of dusky pink. Mount Mulligan is a 
deep shade of ochre. I’m handed a 
wine and a small, delicate dish of 
plump eggplant cubes and puffed 
rice. Everything is still and peaceful.

Back at the main lodge, the fire is 

crackling and a six-course 
degustation is about to begin. 
The menu highlights chef Amanda 
Healey’s passion for locally sourced, 
foraged and freshly grown seasonal 
fare (think eucalyptus-smoked olives 
with lemon myrtle and manchego or 
kangaroo tataki with miso cream). 
By the time dessert arrives (a hung 
cheesecake with caramelised coconut 
and crunchy candied walnuts), I’m 
ready to pop. 

As I walk to my room the vast inky
sky is glittering with thousands of 
pinprick stars. My sheets have been 
turned down, slippers are by my bed 
and a “sleep tight” herbal tisane tea 
bag is next to the kettle. A small woven
basket on my bed catches my eye. 
Inside are a dust mask, goggles and a 
hat for my all-terrain vehicle (ATV) 
adventure tomorrow. I’m 
apprehensive to say the least. I boil 
the kettle. I’m going to need all the 
help I can get to fall asleep.

The next morning I greet Tobias 
with my dust mask around my neck 
and my goggles perched on top of my 

dust into the blue sky, I feel as though 
I’m the one who has struck it lucky. 
The lodge is an outback luxury retreat 
on a private and secluded 28,000ha 
cattle station. It’s the newest member 
of Luxury Lodges of Australia and, as 
I’m handed a glass of bubbly and a 
cool hand towel, it’s easy to see why. 

The gabled roof of the main lodge
extends over a wide timber deck 
overlooking manicured lawns, an 
infinity pool and a shimmering weir 
dotted with lily pads. Inside, an 
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head. “Ready to get dirty?” he asks 
with a grin. 

I pull my dust mask up and my 
goggles down as we roar away from 
the lodge along tawny, dry and rutted 
tracks. We drive to the southern end of 
Mount Mulligan, passing some of the 
property’s 1800 free-roaming 
Brahman cattle, iron bark and river 
gum forests and boulder-strewn creek
beds. It’s exhilarating driving the 
ATV and Tobias is good-humoured 
when I accelerate too fast into a 
shallow river, sending cold sprays of 
water into the vehicle.

With its jagged ridges and 
crumbling rocks, this side of Mount 
Mulligan looks like an ancient city 
rising up from a green forest. The 
mountain, known to indigenous 
Australians as Ngarrabullgan, has 
been a site of significance dating back 
37,000 years, although 600 years ago 
it was deserted.

“No one really knows why,” Tobias
says. “Indigenous stories speak about 
a cursed lake at the top of the 
mountain where an evil spirit called 
Eekoo lives. I wish we knew more.” 

As the day lengthens Tobias drives
me to the abandoned town of Mount 
Mulligan, where a huge explosion 
tore through the village’s mine in 1921.
The town, which up until that point 
didn’t have a cemetery, suddenly lost 
75 young men. A third of Mount 
Mulligan’s population was killed in 
what is still Queensland’s worst 
mining disaster. 

I wander through the small 
cemetery in the fading light. It’s full 
of crooked, weathered tombstones 
paying tribute to those who lost their 
lives. Many of the graves are scattered 
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Mount Mulligan looks like an
ancient city rising up from a

green forest; soak it up from an
infinity pool; timber-clad

accommodation draws on nature;
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P I C T U R E S :  S U P P L I E D

with sun-bleached seashells, an 
ancient sign of eternal life and 
resurrection. My throat catches when 
I see a grave housing a father and his 
two sons. 

Later that evening I scrub off the 
dirt from the day in the deep, warm 
bath. I lie back in the tub and look at 
the twinkling canopy of stars above. 
And out of nowhere, a shooting star 
appears. It’s just like a streak of gold 
racing across the night sky.

 
THE WRITER TR AVELLED AS A GUEST OF 
NORTHERN ESCAPE COLLEC TION

GETTING THERE
Mount Mulligan Lodge is a 

35-minute scenic helicopter 
journey or a 2½- to 3-hour 4WD 

journey from Cairns. 

STAYING THERE
An Outback room begins at $1700,
which includes accommodation for

two, three gourmet meals daily, 
quality Australian wines and beers,
an all-inclusive mini bar and a daily

Mount Mulligan experience.

M O U N T  
M U L L I G A N

E S C A P E  R O U T E

All prices are ‘from prices’ and are per person, based on a twin share and were correct at time of going to print, are valid for new bookings only. Prices are inclusive of taxes and port charges. Transfers and gratuities may not be included in the price. Visas are the responsibility of the customer. Cruise1st 
recommends all travellers purchase travel insurance. Itineraries, including hotels, airlines and advertised prices are subject to availability and subject to change/increase at any time. Airfares are based on economy flights. Cross International Dateline may lose/gain a day of the cruise.

Call today on  1300 764 904

Cruise1st.com.au
Cruise1st Opening Hours:

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Check out 1000’s more offers at

www.cruise1st.com.au/press-offers
Quote

SYDNEY

BALCONY STATEROOM

WALLS & WARRIORS TOUR
WITH JAPAN CRUISE

SPECTRUM OF THE SEAS
17 NIGHTS • 15 OCTOBER 2020

Exclusive price from 

$2,599pp
Web Cruise Ref: RCISC1510T

• Return flights from Sydney

• 9 night tour with hotel stays in 

   Xian, Beijing, Suzhou, Hangzhou 

   and Shanghai

• Highlights: Terracotta Warriors     

   and Horses Museum, Tiananmen        

   Square and Forbidden City, the      

   Great Wall, Lingering Garden,     

   Shanghai Museum & more! 

• 7 night cruise from Shanghai 

   (Baoshan) visiting Kyoto 

   (Osaka), Kobe, Tokyo and     

   Shanghai (Baoshan)

• All meals and entertainment      

   onboard cruise

• Gratuities included onboard the     

   cruise and the land tour

BALCONY STATEROOM

BUENOS AIRES & BRAZIL

COSTA PACIFICA
13 NIGHTS • 10 FEBRUARY 2020

Exclusive price from 

$2,799pp
Web Cruise Ref: COPA1002

• Return flights from 

   Sydney

• 3 night stay in Buenos 

   Aires

• 8 night cruise from 

   Buenos Aires visiting 

   Rio de Janeiro, Abraao 

   (Ilha Grande), Ilhabela, 

   Montevideo (Uruguay)     

   and Buenos Aires  

• All meals and 

   entertainment onboard

BALCONY STATEROOM

SPAIN, FRANCE, ITALY, GREECE
& THE EMIRATES

MSC SEAVIEW
25 NIGHTS • 11 NOVEMBER 2020

Exclusive price from 

$3,399pp
Web Cruise Ref: MSCSE1111

• Return flights from Sydney

• 2 night stay in Barcelona

• 21 night cruise from 

   Barcelona visiting Marseille,

   Genoa, Rome (Civitavecchia), 

   Valletta, Athens (Piraeus), 

   Rhodes, Transit Suez Canal 

   to Aqaba, Salalah, Doha 

   and Dubai (overnight in port)

• All meals and entertainment 

   onboard

BALCONY STATEROOM

MEDITERRANEAN ICONS

AZAMARA JOURNEY
15 NIGHTS • 09 MAY 2020

Exclusive price from 

$4,399pp
Web Cruise Ref: AZAJR0905

• Return flights from Sydney

• 2 night stay in Athens

• 9 night all-inclusive luxury 

   cruise from Athens (Piraeus) 

   visiting Mykonos, Santorini, 

   Taormina, Amalfi, Rome 

   (Civitavecchia), Florence/      

   Pisa (Livorno) and Barcelona  

• All meals, entertainment     

   beverages and gratuities 

   onboard

• 2 night stay in Barcelona

BALCONY STATEROOM

MT FUJI TO MT MCKINLEY
& LAS VEGAS

CELEBRITY MILLENNIUM & GRAND PRINCESS 
33 NIGHTS • 07 MAY 2020

Exclusive price from 

$6,999pp
Web Cruise Ref: CELPRI0705T

• Return flights from Sydney

• 3 night stay in Tokyo

• Full day tour to Mount Fuji & Hakone

• 13 night cruise onboard Celebrity 

   Millennium (gratuities included) 

   from Tokyo visiting Hakodate,     

   Petropavlovsk and Vancouver

• 1 night stay in Vancouver

• 7 night cruise onboard Grand Princess  

   from Vancouver visiting Ketchikan,      

   Juneau, Skagway, cruising Glacier 

   Bay National Park and College Fjord  

   to Anchorage (Whittier)

• All meals and entertainment onboard 

• 4 night tour of Denali National Park,

   Mt McKinley and Fairbanks

• Flight from Fairbanks to Las Vegas

• 3 night stay in Las Vegas

BALCONY STATEROOM

ALASKA, HAWAII, TAHITI
& NEW ZEALAND

SERENADE OF THE SEAS
36 NIGHTS • 29 AUGUST 2020

Exclusive price from 

$6,999pp
Web Cruise Ref: RCISR2908X3

• One-way flight from Sydney 

   to Vancouver

• 1 night stay in Vancouver

• 35 night* cruise from      

   Vancouver visiting Ketchikan,  

  Juneau, Skagway, cruising Tracy  

   Arm Fjord to Vancouver, Kauai    

   (Nawiliwili), Hilo, Kailua Kona, 

   Maui (Lahaina, 2 days/ 1 night), 

   Honolulu, Papeete, Moorea,

   Bora Bora, Cross International 

   Dateline, Auckland, Bay of  

   Islands and Sydney

• All meals, entertainment and 

   gratuities onboard

LIMITED AT 
THIS PRICE!


