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101  H O LI DAYS

SNORKELLING THE MOSSMAN RIVER, QLD
I’m standing on the river’s edge, hesitant to go 
in. It’s hot out and the others in the group are 
already waist-deep, bracing against the rushing 
water. But I’m not moving. I look at our guide 
and ask the question that’s keeping my feet on 
the bank. “Are there crocodiles in here?”

Will’s answer comes before I’ve finished 
speaking – he’s heard this one before. “The 
water in this part of the Mossman River is too 
cold for crocs. It’s about 20°C, much like a 
Victorian summer,” he says, grinning. “It’s also 
too clear and too fast-moving so come on in.”

I’m on an underwater adventure with  
Back Country Bliss (backcountrybliss.com.au), 
a touring company in Far North Queensland 
that offers one of the few river-snorkelling 
experiences in Australia. While the nearby 
Great Barrier Reef gets top billing in these 
parts, the wild rivers of the Daintree National 
Park offer something completely different: 
the chance to glide through crystal-clear 
waters surrounded by rainforest that’s about 
180 million years old – so old it makes the 
Amazon look like the new kid on the block. 

Mask and snorkel on, I begin floating on my 
belly. My cohort and I – a group of six – have 
been told to look for turtles, eels, platypuses 
and up to 33 species of fish that live in this 
pristine part of the river.

I follow a tiny Pacific blue eye with iridescent eyes and 
translucent skin until he gives a flick of his tail and darts off 
into a submerged tangle of branches. Further on, I spot an 
eel hovering under a rock, its thick body sheltered from the 
current. Clusters of eastern rainbowfish zip past, their silvery 
bodies reflecting the shafts of sunlight piercing the water. 

Soon, I’m the one zipping along when, after a quick demo 
from our second guide, Glen, I’m handed a heavy-duty Li-Lo 
that he calls a “river sled”. Glen tells me to lie on my stomach, 
clasping the front of the sled with my hands. His tip for the 
ride ahead? “It’s always more fun if you yell ‘Wahoo!’” 

It’s hard not to as I watch the white water spray out from 
the sides of my speeding Li-Lo. “You did it,” Glen shouts to  
a woman whose sled has turned full circle. “You did a 360° 
burnout; a river doughnut!” 

When we reach a calm spot on the river, I lie on my  
back and let the current carry me downstream. Glen picks 
native passionfruit from a vine and lobs them to us like 
cricket balls. I crack mine open, drinking the pulp as I pass 
under an archway created by the rainforest’s ancient 
canopy. Our three hours is almost up. Putting my snorkel  
and mask back on, I plunge my face into the water – they’ll 
have to catch me first.  –Lindy Alexander
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