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and buffalo curd, or the linguine cacio 
e pepe with pink peppercorns and 
smoked sea salt), you may wonder 
what you’re going to do if you have a 
dog in tow. Never fear because there’s 
a doggie degustation menu on offer. 
For $24 each, Fido can choose market 
fish with steamed carrots, chicken 
breast with roasted cauliflower or the 
Quarter Hounder (pan-fried steak 
with green vegetables). 

Australia may have pet-friendly 
hotels but hasn’t quite embraced the 
European trend of having animals 
inside restaurants, so furry friends 
and their humans are invited to dine 
alfresco in the private laneway. 

WORKING OUT
Keen runners and cyclists will love 
the proximity of the Yarra trail on the 
hotel’s doorstep. There’s a selection of 
bikes available to borrow, including 
tandems, canopy and children’s 
bikes. And yes, the four-wheeler 
canopy bikes have room for a pet in 
front. It’s an easy pedal or decent jog 
from the hotel to the Collingwood 
Children’s Farm and the thriving 
creative community of the 
Abbotsford Convent. If you fancy 
staying closer to home, the hotel’s 
gym is open 24 hours, and the 
transparent outdoor “lifestyle igloos” 
are a fun change of scene where you 
can stretch and meditate.

THE VERDICT
My sister had warned me that Rosie 
likes to familiarise herself with new 
surroundings by chewing everything 
in her path. Needless to say, before I 
went to bed everything that could 
possibly be gnawed on was moved out 
of her reach. I shouldn’t have worried. 
As soon as her head touched her plush
dog bed she was out for the count. 
And so was I, in one of the hotel’s 
signature “Heavenly beds”. 

Perhaps that old saying is wrong 
after all. Rather than I slept like a 
baby, it should be, I slept like a puppy. 

THE AUTHOR WAS A GUEST OF ELEMENT HOTEL

the rooms), automated LED lighting 
in the hallways and even electric 
vehicle car charging points. 

COMMUNITY VIBES
The hotel is part of Botanicca 
Corporate Park and, since opening, 
there’s been a steady stream of 
employees from nearby offices taking 
advantage of the “Relax Reception” – 
a happy hour-and-a-half at Mint Lane 
(the hotel’s restaurant and bar) 
between 5pm and 6.30pm Mondays 
through to Thursdays. Snacks like 
olives and cheese are complimentary 
for everyone, while in-house guests 
can buy one drink and get one free. 

Along with the open fireplace in the
cosy lounge, it makes for a friendly 
and welcoming vibe, especially for 
solo travellers. 

BON A-PET-TREAT
If you’re checking out the dinner 
menu at Mint (and you definitely 
should for the roasted turmeric 
cauliflower with caramelised carrots 

seem to be making the right moves 
towards sustainability. Throughout 
the property there are water-efficient 
taps and fixtures, energy-efficient 
appliances, an extensive recycling 
program (and no plastic bin liners in 

STAYING THERE
Rates start from $188 a night for an 

Element King Room. For guests 
travelling with pets, there’s a non-

refundable fee of $80 a room 
per stay and a limit of two pets 

per room. On-site parking is 
available for $35 a day.

Address: 588 Swan St, Richmond. 
marriott.com.au/hotels/travel/melel-

element-melbourne-richmond/

E L E M E N T

E S C A P E  R O U T E

Element’s Mint Lane is a relaxing restaurant and 
bar; pets are well catered for in one of the hotel’s 
five Balcony King rooms with soft, comfy beds and 
toys to chew on; the lounge has a homely feel.

P I C T U R E S :  S U P P L I E D

M I N T  L A N E

B A L C O N Y  K I N G  R O O M

It’s 55sq m of soft, nature-inspired
furnishings and fittings, from timber 
bedheads and a pastel green feature 
wall to the oyster-grey carpet and 
oversized windows that flood the 
room with light. The wall featuring 
photographs of bicycles and 
botanicals from the Richmond area 
by Australian photographer Jarrad 
Seng is a nice local touch. 

The bathroom is spacious and it’s
heartening to see refillable shampoo 
and body wash containers of the 
popular plant-based brand 
Pharmacopia in the shower recess. 

Rosie meanwhile, has gone from 
running around on the large balcony 
to discovering new toys left as a gift 
for her on the cushy dog bed. I leave 
her happily chewing on a soft tomato 
toy while I explore the doggie 
minibar, which has everything a mod 
dog might need (or not) for a hotel 
stay: bandana, plush toys, ball, treats 
and body spray. 

My own mini-fridge has not been 
stocked because the idea is that 
guests can fill their room’s minibar by 
purchasing snacks from the 24/7 
“grab-and-go” pantry in the lobby. 
It’s a craving-crushing offering of 
snacks including biscuits, nuts, 
protein bars and chocolate. It also 
stocks items such as painkillers, 
Band-Aids and throat lozenges.

GOING GREEN
Element is a hotel that describes itself 
as eco-conscious, so it’s a surprise to 
see plastic-wrapped amenities in my 
bathroom. When I speak to a staff 
member about it later, she assures me 
they’re “working on it”. Despite this 
not-so-eco hiccup, the hotel does 

M y sister is used to me
borrowing clothes and
jewellery. But when I
receive an offer to stay
at Element by Westin,
Melbourne’s newest

hotel on the banks of the Yarra River, 
I know I’ll have to hit big sis up for an 
unusual favour. Element is a pet-
friendly hotel and I want to test its 
claims. The trouble is, I don’t have a 
four-legged friend. Enter Rosie, my 
sister’s 10-month-old kelpie cross. 

Pet-friendly hotels are a relatively
new phenomenon in Australia but in 
the US about 75 per cent of luxury, 
mid-scale and economy hotels allow 
pets. The opening of Element marks 
the Australian debut of the brand 
(part of Marriott International) and 
with the hotel comes its furry-
friendly policies.

“Element has been pet-friendly 
since it started 10 years ago,” says Toni 
Stoeckl, the global brand leader of 
lifestyle brands at Marriott 
International. “I travel a lot and, more 
and more, I see people travelling 
with their pets, especially ones that 
can fit in carriers.”

I think about the 19kg of rescue 
shelter dog I’m about to check-in and 
wonder if I could casually tuck her 
under my arm. I decide a tight leash is 
the way to go. Even though I’m sure 
pet-friendly hotels are more used to 
seeing the handbag variety of pooch, 
Element’s staff fawn over Rosie as if 
she were purebred. 

A ROOM WITH A POOCH
We are staying in a Balcony King 
Room, one of five rooms out of the 168 
in the hotel that accommodates pets.

REIGNING 
CATS AND 

DOGS
L I N D Y  A L E X A N D E R

Melbourne’s newest hotel welcomes 
guests with fur

C O S Y  L O U N G E

S T A Y        V I C T O R I A


